Part I: Short Essay – 20%
You will be given a peer reviewed research paper and you will write an essay about the topic. You will use the Sixth Edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA) (2010) to guide your writing skills. Some possible topics for your essay might include: a critique of the article’s strengths and weaknesses or an in-depth literature review of the article’s topic. Follow the rubric provided. This assignment is
Expected to be between 4-5 pages, not including your title page, abstract, and reference page(s).

Additional Assignment Information
a) The paper should be written entirely in third person.
b) There should be clear evidence of your viewpoint using third person throughout the paper.  
c) Investigate the journal article/topic using reliable references from this course, other psychiatric nursing courses, classes, and/or other
reputable literature.
d) This assignment requires that you use at least 5 credible references (scholarly only) and only 2 of these may be references that were used within the article provided to you. Variety of different references. Ex. Journal articles, books etc. 
e) Font should be 12, Times New Roman. File format should be a Word file (i.e. docx, doc)
f) It is important to provide a thesis statement in your first paragraph of your paper and the rest of your paper follows that thesis statement. What is your central argument? * remember to use 3rd person when providing this statement!
g) The format of the essay will be: title page, abstract, introduction, body, conclusion, references.

Faculty will NOT read or mark anything beyond the specified page limit; therefore, evaluation is based on the information covered within the specified page limit.

The following questions could be addressed in your essay of any article if you are stuck. The purpose of critiquing research is to establish whether an article is credible or if more information is needed.
· What is the main purpose of the article? What is the article trying to communicate to the reader?
· What is the author’s specific thesis statement (what is the point of the article? What is the author trying to show?) What is the key question in the article?
· What is the key information that the article used to support the main argument(s) in the article? (e.g. facts, experiences, or data used to support conclusions).
· How was the data collected? Can you see any problems with this methodology?
· What are the main assumptions of the article? Wat is the author(s) taking for granted? Are there any issues that arise from making these assumptions? How does the author justify making these assumptions (Is there evidence for these assumptions)?

· What are the implications of: 
· a) fully or partially accepting the point of view of the author
· b) fully or partially rejecting the author(s) views?
· What do you agree with? What don’t you agree with? Why?
· Do the author(s) consider other points of view?

Rubric for paper: 
1. Level of understanding of topic. Paper is effectively organized. Paper contains exceptional information that relates specifically to the assigned article. Student demonstrates exceptional understanding of subject matter. Information is organized effectively.
2. Correct formatting throughout. This includes APA, i.e. Title page, abstract, references, spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc. 
3. Identified the relationship between the assigned article and the chosen supporting references. Supporting references were linked to assigned article/topic using specific examples. The links were explicitly explained.
4. Investigated literature making reference to course materials and other sources. The
[bookmark: _GoBack]essay had a thesis. Strong introduction and conclusion. Essay demonstrated exceptional insight into subject matter and awareness of issues or ideas related to selected article. Course material and other resources expertly integrated into essay. Strong introduction and conclusion. Strong thesis statement that gives paper purpose.
